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no more possible for our weak understand-
ings to comprehend that, than it is for the
eyes of bats or owls to look steadfastly upon
the body of the sun, when he shineth forth
in his greatest strength."* This distinction
Hamilton endeavoured to extend from the
domain of Christian theology to that of philo-
sophical speculation in general; to show that
the unconditioned, as it is suggested in philo-
sophy, no less than as it connects itself with
revealed religion, is an object of belief, not
of positive conception; and, consequently,
that men cannot escape from mystery by
rejecting revelation. " Above all," he says,
" I am confirmed in my belief by the har-
mony between the doctrines of this philo-
sophy, and those of revealed truth. . . .
For this philosophy is professedly a scientific

*  Works, vol. i., p. 233.